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The next  
regular  
business  
meeting of  the 
the Greenville 
Quilters Guild 
will be  
announced as 
soon as  
restrictions are 
lifted to allow us 
to do so.   
 
Day Guild  
Meeting will be 
the fourth  
Tuesday of the 
month that the  
regular guild 
meetings resume. 

August2020 President’s Patchwork 
By Lori Millsap 
 
How are you coping with stress? I am using every tool in my toolbelt, let me tell you…
including joining with the millions of Americans who have decided that baking is the 
answer. I have perfected home-baked hamburger buns. That’s right…hamburger buns. 
Not because there is a shortage of bread in the grocery store (thank goodness) but 
because kneading the dough and prepping for the meal for hours is helping me calm my 
mind, center my breath, and feel a semblance of control. My son-in-law is particularly 
grateful for my newfound baking skills, and it is nice for family Sunday dinners after 
online church to settle in to gourmet burgers with the fixings from local farmer’s 
markets. 
 
I spent a few hours last month organizing my quilt studio spaces (I have two bedrooms 
upstairs, plus the longarm studio downstairs, yet somehow manage to spill over into the 
dining room and living room frequently), and now I’ve been able to actually tackle some 
older projects and start and finish a couple of new ones. Sewing is another amazing tool 
in my strategy of stress management. My mind is racing…by the time I’ve sewn a few 
blocks, or pieced a row of a quilt, I’m too focused on beauty to worry. 
 
So, here is my regular encouragement to you: phone a friend. Plan a socially-distanced 
visit on someone’s back porch. Pull out an old quilt project and see if you can remember 
why you put it away. Start something new. Bake some bread.  
 
August is our annual meeting typically, where we all arrive early, sew together for a 
while, eat a spread of buffet-style food we are all sharing, and then vote on officers for 
the upcoming year. We pay our dues (early—they are actually DUE in September, and 
late in October). While things are very different this year, we can try for some normalcy 
by taking care of two points of business—voting and dues payment. Please remember 
that you can access all membership renewal and dues payment online through our 
website. http://greenvillencquiltersguild.com I tested it myself and found it super easy 
to do. If you don’t have access to the website for some reason, then please know you can 
also mail a check to the GQG post office box. 
 
The Guild board met briefly in June and discussed options for the election of officers. 
Due to the extraordinary events in our lives today, we all agreed to serve another term to 
facilitate transition across this new year. Despite our best efforts, we are running 
unopposed. But please know that we are ready for you to volunteer in any capacity that 
interests you, and we need your help—particularly with our 2021 Raffle Quilt. We 
bought the fabrics last month, and are in the process of cutting kits for block assembly. 
Each kit makes two blocks. We will have 32 kits, and will let you know where and when 
you can pick them up or we’ll deliver one to you. 
 
Thank you all so much for being patient as we figure out this new normal. Thank you to 
our Nomination Committee, Anne Humphrey (Chair), Diane Gregg, and Jessica 
Burdette, for serving this summer to build the slate of officers. Thank you for the ways 
you continue to sew for your families and the community. Thank you for being my 
friends. 

Happy Quilting! 

http://greenvillencquiltersguild.com


 

 

Guild Mailing Address: 

Greenville Quilters Guild 

PO Box  4231 

Greenville NC 27836 

Click here for Guild Website 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elizabeth Deasy 8/4 
Jeppy Calhoun 8/13 
Elizabeth Weidner 8/13 
Barbara Myers 8/14 
Liz Davenport 8/6 
Dottie Peterson 8/16 
Diane Walters 8/16 
Tammy Mullins 8/20 
Laura Clark 8/29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Contact a member of the guild 
executive board if you need the 
member password for the 
website. 

Inclement Weather Policy 
Guild meetings are cancelled if 

local schools are closed; however, 

members should exercise caution 

and put their safety first, as condi-

tions can vary. Follow all cautions 

put out by local authorities as well 

as conditions can change rapidly. 

Treasurer’s Note 
 
In order to complete 
the 2019-2020  
Financial Report, 
please send all  
requests for  
reimbursements or 
refunds to Cynthia 
Suggs by August 15. 
The Expense  
Reimbursement Re-
quest Form is  
located in the  
Members Only  
section of our  
website. 
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 Road Trip is Still On! 
 

Fort Caswell  
October 9-12 

contact Vicki Harrell 
(252) 561-6774 or at 

Vickiharrell9 
@gmail.com   

 
Masks are required 
at Ft. Caswell so if 

you don’t have one, 
sew one up! 

 

Sew On & Sew Forth 

Membership 
 

There are  
currently 98  

members in our 
guild 

http://www.greenvillencquiltersguild.com/
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Comfort Quilts Report 
 

Thank you to those members who have been working on comfort quilt items! We have collected 
place mats, mug rugs, pillowcases, pet beds, and quilt tops (with backing).  
 
If you are looking for a comfort item to work on, we have kits ready for lap-size/throw quilts, pil-
lowcases, and place mats. Some kits are in a more juvenile motif, some more adult.  
 
While going through items in our storage unit, we came upon a chenille kit (including book with 
patterns) and a stencil kit. If stencils or chenille is your interest, we're giving them away, first 
come-first served. If you ended up with a quilt show yard sign after the last quilt show, we do have 
space in the storage unit for those yard signs if you would like to get them out of your house. 
 
Please contact Sally Hills or Dianne Walters if you would like to turn in a comfort quilt item, re-
ceive a kit, or return a yard sign. We're both monitoring the gqgcomfortquilts@gmail.com email 
address, or call Sally at 252-481-1392. Fritzie Leon will also accept comfort quilt items at her 
store, Greenville Vacuum & Sewing on Fire Tower. 
 

 
 

Up Coming Events 
 
 

October 9-12              Fort Caswell retreat. Contact Vicki Harrell if interested; reservation and  
   payment due asap.  

  
November 7                Holiday Art Sale, Jaycee Park, 10am-3pm. Further info pending.  

mailto:gqgcomfortquilts@gmail.com
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Remembering 

Clara Cloud 

Michelle Warren: 

 

 I met Clara Cloud, sometime before the year 2010, when I worked at Kroger's grocery Store in Greenville, Clara would 

come in to do her grocery shopping. She was always so nice, sweet, kind, Lady to know, she gotten to know the most of 

the Cashier's, Clerk's, & my Coworkers. One of our duties was to ask the Customers how was their day going? Clara 

came through my check out Lane, when I asked her she said that she had been working on one of her Craft knitting 

Project's which was a Sweater in process of getting finished. Also she told me she had a knitting machine & learned by 

Hand as well. I told her that I knew how to crochet, but I was in process of learning how to knit by hand.....which took a 

lot of practice. I did not know at the time she made Quilts also!!! We all will miss you Clara, love your quilting friends 

from the Greenville Quilter's Guild, & Michelle Warren.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Betty Wheatley: 

 

 

There are two things I will always remember about Clara - well actually more than two.  First, she had the sweetest 

smile.  Her eyes twinkled so much that they just made you smile as well. Second, I loved to hear her speak because I 

could hear that  mid-Atlantic accent which reminded me of my mother-in-law who came from south Jersey.  Clara could 

seem to be a quiet person, but when she did contribute I knew it would be something sensible that I would pay  

attention to. Oh Clara, we will miss you! 

Vicki Harrell: 

 

 

Miss Clara, as I called her was one of the very sweetest ladies I have known in the guild. She always was smiling and 

content. One time when we were coming back from Hampton quilt Show on the bus, we were riding together. Well the 

bus driver, obviously did not know where he was going and started heading for Newport News. The ladies on the bus 

were yelling at him to stop and turn around he was going the wrong way. He yelled back, "Y’’all shut up, I am the one 

driving this bus." Well, that scared everyone. especially me and Miss Clara. So we comforted each other by holding 

hands the hold way home!!!! and kept our mouths closed!!!! 
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Remembering Clara Cloud cont.inued….Cloud 

Peggy Notestine: 

 

I couple of years ago Clara came to the Weekly Thursday afternoon Sewing Time at the senior center. I always enjoyed 

talking to her. Anyway, she was trying to figure out her phone so I sat with her and showed her some easy to learn fea-

tures on her phone. While teaching her, she got a text from I think her daughter or some family member. I taught her 

how to take a picture and send it to someone. Then I asked if I could take a picture of her and she really liked it. So we 

sent a reply and the photo of her to the person who had texted her and they were impressed!  

She was such a great lady. And I loved to watch her knit too.   

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Jeppy Calhoun: 

 

I remember Clara from way back when we used to have a retreat every summer in the mountains of Virginia.  Clara 

stayed at Kay Clemens house but every evening the whole group gathered at my house to “show and tell” not our 

quilts, but our purchases at the Schoolhouse Fabrics store in Floyd.  Then the next day, everybody went back to town to 

buy what they saw the previous night in someone else’s stash.  Clara was always kind of quiet but such fun to be with.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Gwen Lee– Tyson: 

 

Miss Clara was one of the first persons I met when I came back to North Carolina to live.  I’d made a clumsy, but useful 

attempts to make quilts while I lived in Chicago. I’d never lived in a city so cold and I was delighted to find out that 

quilt classes were offered at PCC. I heard about the Guild through these classes.  The guild was in its infancy and we 

met on Tuesday afternoons in the upstairs rooms of the Fellowship Hall of Memorial Baptist Church on Greene Street.  

Attendance was usually about 6-8 ladies who loved quilting, crafts and lots and lots of fabric.   l was working and I used 

my lunch hour for the meeting.  I was always late getting back to work.  Those ladies welcomed me with open arms it 

was hard to get back.  There was one quilter who always held my attention.  I was full of questions.  Many of the ladies 

would put me off, saying that I should just stick around and soon I would understand. 

Miss Clara was not like that. She would sit with me and gently instruct, observe, correct, and encourage.  I do not think 

I ever heard her raise her voice.  She had a way of making my mistakes seem like I just took a wrong turn, and that any 

mistake can easily be corrected.  It amazes me that we have known each other well over thirty years.   

She was so talented.  She shared her love of knitting with me.  She introduced me to the knitting machine, the first I 

had ever seen or touched.  It looked complicated and expensive.  Miss Clara showed me what to do, not once, not 

twice, but many times. She was very patient.  

I was never successful at the knitting machine, but she did not seem to mind.  Over the year we worked on the same 

committees and quilt shows and she always took the time to point out something she thought I might be interested in.   

Over the years, we became friends. She touched my life with her kindness. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sylvia Wheless: 

Clara always had an infectious smile, a cute giggle and was a loyal friend.  She was a multitalented person and, like 

the rest of us, a hoarder of fabric and yarn! 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Laura Clark: 

Jann Calhoun Brown: 

 

I had wanted a featherweight sewing machine for a long time and I just  kept putting off buying one wondering if I 

would really use it enough to make it worth the purchase.  Well, a couple of years ago,  Clara put hers up for sale.  It 

was if it was a sign.  I responded immediately that I would like it.  Now I think about Clara every time I use it.  I named 

it Lola and Clara seemed to get a kick out of that.  Will certainly miss her sweet smile! 

One of my fondest memories of Clara was her volunteer work at Ayden Middle.  When we asked for help with the Civil War quilt projects, 

Clara patiently say with two kids, guiding them through their first piecing with a sewing machine.  Another was just a few years ago at the 

Christmas luncheon.  She donated a basket that our youngest member, Adia Smith, won. 



 

 

Remembering  

Clara Cloud 
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August Inspiration! 

Do you have any dog or puppy themed quilts?  Submit your photos to the 
newsletter for the September publication.   Send submissions to:  
swampcats@suddenlink.net 

The dog days of summer are the hot, sultry days of summer.  They were  
historically the period following the rising of the star system Sirius, or the Dog Star, at sun-
rise, in the constellation Canis Major. This period is connected with heat, drought, sudden 
thunderstorms, lethargy, fever, mad dogs and bad luck.  Any of this sounding familiar?   



 

 

Committee Chairs 

Committee Name 

Membership Vicki Harrell 

Sunshine Gwen Lee-Tyson 

Programs Cindy Smith 
Elizabeth Weidner 

Pitt Co Fair Brenda Fincher 

 2020 Vivian Purvis 

  

  

Guild Photographer Anne Humphrey 
(AUG) 

Newsletter Jann Brown 

Learn to Quilt 2020 Lori Millsap 

Comfort/Military 
Quilts 

Dianne Walters 
Sally Hills 

GQG Quilt Show 
2021 

NEED 

  NEED 

2020 
GQG Day of Sharing 

NEED 

 Brenda Fincher 

Web Administrator Anne Humphrey 

Facebook Page Ad-
min 

Diane Gregg 

Raffle Quilt 2021 Joyce Sealey 
Linda Campion 

Guild Executive Board 

Position Name 

Co-Presidents  Lori Millsap 
Sally Hills 

Past Presidents same 

Co-Vice Presidents Elizabeth Weidner 
Cindy  Smith 
 

Co-Secretary  Cathy Graham 
Jann Brown 

Treasurer  Cynthia Suggs 

Asst. Treasurer Sharon Wallio 

Member at Large Vicki Harrell 

Member at Large Hilda Alford 

Member at Large Kelly Ayscue 

Member at Large Brenda Fincher 
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Regular Guild Meetings 
Every Monday Night: BYOP Sewing Club at Jaycee Park.  6p-8p 
Every Thursday: BYOP Quilting Bee at Alice Keene Senior Center, 12:30-5pm 
2nd Thursday of the month: (1st Tuesday in November) Evening business meeting at First Christian Church, 
 630pm-Until 
4th Tuesday of the month: Day Guild Meeting 1-3pm at Jaycee Park 
2nd and 4th Saturdays: 10a-5p BYOP Workdays at Alice Keene Park Arts and  Crafts Room. Cost: Dona-
tions to support Meals on Wheels Program 

 

Annual Guild Events( More info on Guild Website) 
 

Jan: Fort Caswell Retreat  
Feb: Romancing Eastern NC Shop Hop/Beach retreat at Pine Knoll Shores 
Feb/March: Mid Atlantic Quilt Festival (Hampton VA) 
March: Learn to Quilt Day 
Fall: Pitt County Fair – GQG Booth 
September: Quilt Show (odd years)  
October: Columbus Day Weekend Caswell Retreat 
December: Day of Sharing Brunch 
  

Sew On & Sew Forth 


