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The next  

regular  

business  

meeting of  the 

the Greenville 

Quilters Guild will 

be Thursday, 

April 8, 2021  

unless Covid 19 

issues force  

another  

cancellation. 
 

Presidents Patchwork 
by Lori Millsap 

 

Here comes the sun (we hope)! 

Happy Spring. Dennis and I drove to 

Mississippi to volunteer in the 

construction of a safe house in 

February, just in time to get iced in 

at my parents’ house for a week! But 

we joined the team for the second 

week, and helped paint the 7500 sq ft facility. I was grateful for 

my travel project of English paper pieced hexies for an 

unexpected week in a recliner.  

 

Do you have a project ready to go? I 

kitted these flower blocks a couple of  

years ago , and it sure was nice to be 

able to just grab a Ziplock bag and 

stich the next block.  I finished rows 5

-7 of the quilt I have been working on 

while traveling since 2016.  I have 

high hopes that I can get finished 

this year! 

I enjoyed our Facebook Show and Tell in February so much.  I 

hope as vaccinations reach more of our members that we will be 

able to resume our normal level of busy-ness, and especially 

spend more time together.  I am writing this note as I sit next to 

the hospice bed of my grandmother.  There is nothing like 

walking through loss to remind us of how important we are to one 

another.   

 

 

Happy Sewing, 

Lori 
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We're continuing to make port pillows for the Cancer Center at Vident. Our goal is to collect 150 

by the April business meeting. These pillows cover a patient's chemo port so seat belts don't rub 

against them. All you need is fabric, fiberfill, and Velcro (hook-and-loop tape). 

 

Here are two links with step-by-step instructions; use whichever you prefer: 

https://createtodonate.org/how-to-make-a-chemo-port-pillow/ 

https://coloradocreationsquilting.com/blogs/blog/chemo-ports-a-noble-cause-for-your-fabric-

scraps 

 

Other times we are collecting for the Cancer Center are lap quilts and very soft hats (like knitted, 

crocheted, or fleece). 

 

As always, if you use Hobbs batting, please give the UPC from the packaging to Dianne Walters or 

Sally Hills. That will give us a discount when we order batting for comfort quilts. Please let us 

know if you would like a kit, turn in a comfort quilt item, etc. Fritzie Leon will also accept comfort 

quilt items at her store, Greenville Vacuum & Sewing on Fire Tower. Some kits are available there 

as well.  

 

Dianne Walters and Sally Hills can be reached at gqgcomfortquilts@gmail.com or call/text Sally at 

252-481-1392. 

 

Special Request! 
 

Chris Harris is asking for any Christmas fabric scraps at least 2 1/2" square to be used 

for a project to be given to NC Packs for Patriots. If you have Christmas fabric you 

would like to donate, please bring 

to the next guild meeting or call 

Chris to arrange a time to meet. 

https://createtodonate.org/how-to-make-a-chemo-port-pillow/
https://coloradocreationsquilting.com/blogs/blog/chemo-ports-a-noble-cause-for-your-fabric-scraps
https://coloradocreationsquilting.com/blogs/blog/chemo-ports-a-noble-cause-for-your-fabric-scraps
mailto:gqgcomfortquilts@gmail.com


 

 

Steps For Making A Port-A-Cath Pillow 
 

Step 1: Cut materials to size. 
Cut 2 pieces of fabric into rectangles that measure 7″ x 4″ and a piece of hook and 

loop tape that measures 3.5″. 

Step 2: Secure the hook and loop tape. 
To make your life easy and ensure that your hook-and-loop tape placement is exactly 

where you want it, baste the hook-and-loop tape onto the right side of one piece 

of fabric. 

To do this, place the soft part (aka the loops) of the hook-and-loop tape on a long edge 

of the rectangle at about the half-way mark. Since this step is just to secure the 

hook-and-loop in place, I used a 1/8″ seam. 

After sewing the soft side/loop side onto the fabric, place the rough side/hook side face 

down along the edge of opposite side of the fabric and baste it with a 1/8″ seam too. 

At this point, I fastened the pieces of hook-and-loop to each other so they wouldn’t 

move around when I was completing the edges of the pillow. 

Step 3: Sew the fabric pieces together. 
Now it is time to sew the two pieces of fabric togeth-

er. This means, as you might expect, placing the 

right sides of the fabric together and sewing 

around the edges. 

 Remember to leave an opening (a.k.a. hole) measur-

ing about 2″ on one of the short edges of the fab-

ric. 

Not only do you need this to turn the pillow right 

side out, but you’ll also use this to stuff the pil-

low with the polyester fiberfill (below). 

Step 4: Stuff the chemo port pillow. 
Take the polyester fiberfill and start stuffing the pillow to give it shape. Be careful 

not to over stuff because you still need to sew the open edge shut. 

Once you stuffed the pillow, use either a whip stitch or top stitch to close the hole. 

I opted to top stitch the port pillow since the sewing machine was already warmed up. 

Admire Your Port Pillow Handiwork 

From How To Make A Chemo Port Pillow | Create To Donate 

Vivian Purvis 3/2       Joy Phillips 3/15 

Barbara Thompson  3/3  Linda Campion  3/18 

Guadalupe Jordon  3/4  Judy Johnson  3/24 

Adah Walker  3/6   Sylvia Wheless  3/28 

Jen Elks  3/7 

https://createtodonate.org/how-to-make-a-chemo-port-pillow/


 

 

Brenda Fletcher  2/6

Linda Mandell  2/7

Doris Bell 2/8
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One of the things I have been doing during the recent period of  

isolation, has been reading a good deal more than usual.  I just 

started The Cobbled Court Quilts series, described as “a series of  

women’s fiction novels by American author Marie Bostwick. The  

series is set in New Bern, Connecticut and follows a quilt shop 

owner named Evelyn Dixon, who has been transplanted from Fort 

Worth, Texas, as well as Margot Matthews and Abigail Burgess and 

niece Liza.”  There are seven books in the series written between 

2008 and 2014. 

 

In the first book, A Single Thread, the main character, Evelyn 

states: 

 

“I love quilting, the sheer geometry of it, the endless patterns and  

combinations that can be achieved by the arrangement and re-

arrangement of something as simple as  a straight line.  The order 

and precision of quilting appeals to that part of me that wants a 

refuge from life’s chaos, while the unbounded possibilities of color, 

fabric, and finishing speak to the part of me that wants to live life 

surprised.  The most wonderful thing about quilting is that if a 

whole stadium full of people were to make a quilt in the exact same 

pattern, no two of those quilts would be alike.  No matter how  

untutored or timid she may be, when it comes to quilting, everyone 

is an artist.  Expertly, or innocently, or inadvertently, the quilter 

cannot help but reveal something true.” 

 

What does quilting mean to you?  Why do you do it?  Like many, I 

find it relaxing...unless my machine jams or my points don’t quite 

meet where they should.  But the main feeling I get when I quilt is 

a soothing connection to the past...to people I know and love like 

my mother and my Aunt Margaret as well as to so many of you, my 

dear guild friends.  I can hardly wait until we meet and sew  

together again!  
 

Jann Brown 

Newsletter Editor 

March 2021 



 

 

Committee Name 

Membership Vicki Harrell 

Sunshine Gwen Lee-Tyson 

Programs Cindy Smith 
Elizabeth Weidner 

Pitt Co Fair Brenda Fincher 

 2020  Vivian Purvis 

 CANCELLED 

  

Guild Photographer Kelly Ayscue 

Newsletter Jann Brown 

Learn to Quilt 2021 NEED 

Comfort/Military 
Quilts 

Dianne Walters 
Sally Hills 

GQG Quilt Show 
2021 

NEED 

  NEED 

2020 
GQG Day of Sharing 

CANCELLED 

 Brenda Fincher 

Web Administrator Kelly Ayscue 

Facebook Page Ad-
min 

Diane Gregg 

Raffle Quilt 2021 Joyce Sealey 
Linda Campion 

Position Name 

Co-Presidents  Lori Millsap 

Sally Hills 

Past Presidents same 

Co-Vice Presidents Elizabeth Weidner 

Cindy  Smith 

  

Co-Secretary  Cathy Graham 

Jann Brown 

Treasurer  Cynthia Suggs 

Asst. Treasurer Sharon Wallio 

Member at Large Vicki Harrell 

Member at Large Hilda Alford 

Member at Large Kelly Ayscue 

Member at Large Brenda Fincher 

Guild Executive Board 

Committee Chairs 

Regular Guild Meetings 
Every Monday Night: BYOP Sewing Club at Jaycee Park.  6p-8p 
Every Thursday: BYOP Quilting Bee at Alice Keene Senior Center, 12:30-5pm 
2nd Thursday of the month: (1st Tuesday in November) Evening business meeting at First Christian Church, 
 630pm-Until 
4th Tuesday of the month: Day Guild Meeting 1-3pm at Jaycee Park 
2nd and 4th Saturdays: 10a-5p BYOP Workdays at Alice Keene Park Arts and Crafts Room. Cost: Donations to 
support Meals on Wheels Program 

 

Annual Guild Events (More info on Guild Website) 
 

Jan: Fort Caswell Retreat  
Feb: Romancing Eastern NC Shop Hop/Beach retreat at Pine Knoll Shores 
Feb/March: Mid Atlantic Quilt Festival (Hampton VA) 
March: Learn to Quilt Day 
Fall: Pitt County Fair – GQG Booth 
September: Quilt Show (odd years)  
October: Columbus Day Weekend Caswell Retreat 
December: Day of Sharing Brunch 
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