
on special days?  These 

seemingly “little things” bring 

a smile to my face and make 

me believe that the hard 

work and frustration I’ve had 

is worth it.  But it takes some-

one to care enough to do 

them, so that we may all en-

joy the “little things” that en-

rich our lives.  We are all 

busy, but it is in volunteering 

and giving of our time to oth-

ers that we find fulfillment. 

Perhaps you served the Guild 

in the past and have already 

done your service.  If you 

have, Thank-you!  But if you 

still enjoy being a member, 

we still need you to volunteer 

to keep the Guild going.  You 

didn’t make just one quilt did 

you?  We need newer mem-

bers to bring fresh ideas and 

to learn how the Guild runs 

and accomplishes it’s many 

activities.  We need experi-

enced members to pass 

down their knowledge and 

experience.  That is why our 

June meeting will focus on 

Committees.  Come explore 

the many ways you can use 

your talents and interests.  

There are many opportunities 

to give just a little of your 

time to contribute to the ben-

efit of all.         

 

What will you get out of the 

Guild? 

 

 

Dianne Walters 

 

 Happy June everyone!  

With Memorial Day marking the 

unofficial start of summer, I am 

enjoying the fruit and veggies 

of my garden labor, as well as 

a little less traffic on 5th Street 

through the ECU campus.  Are 

you soaking up the sunshine, 

or perhaps soaking in the hu-

midity?! Sometimes I grumble 

about getting sweaty and dirty 

pulling weeds.  Then I remem-

ber that I’d much rather be 

working in my garden than sit-

ting behind a computer in an 

overly air-conditioned office.  

Plus, I enjoy growing my own 

food.  It gives me a sense of 

pride.  It’s true – the more you 

put into it, the more you’ll get 

out of it!  

 

 That’s true of quilting, 

too. It’s very satisfying to work 

hard on a challenging quilt and 

be able to say, “I made that.”  

In fact, hard work and active 

participation is the key to satis-

faction and a feeling of accom-

plishment in almost everything.  

And with that sense of accom-

plishment, we gain the desire 

to continue. Have any of you 

ever worked hard on a beauti-

ful quilt and then said, “I made 

my one quilt.  Now I’ll just lie 

under it and never make anoth-

er.”  Of course not!  There’s 

always a new technique or an 

intriguing design to try.   And 

we get something out of learn-

ing that new technique or com-

pleting that beautifully designed 

quilt that stimulates us to keep 

quilting.  But have you ever tried 

to do more than you could han-

dle?  I remember the first quilt I 

tried to make was for a king-

sized bed.  Boy was I in over my 

head! It’s still in my closet.  It 

would have been nice if there 

had been someone to help me 

or suggest that I start smaller.  I 

didn’t have guild sisters to ad-

vise me back then.  Now that I 

do, I am thankful for those of 

you who help me… not only with 

quilt-making advice, but with all 

the other Guild activities and 

business. Without those of you 

who volunteer to serve on the 

Board of Directors and on com-

mittees, none of us would have 

a Guild.  Yet as our Guild has 

grown, so has the amount of 

work required to run it. 

 

 So, consider this: Do 

you like being a member of the 

Greenville Quilters Guild?  Do 

you enjoy the events the Guild 

sponsors such as the Day of 

Sharing to kick off the winter 

holiday season?  Do you re-

member how amazing the quilt 

show was last September and 

the beautiful raffle quilt?  Isn’t it 

nice to be able to look up anoth-

er Guild member’s phone num-

ber or other Guild information 

on our website?  Do you appre-

ciate getting the newsletter 

each month, or the warm feeling 

you get when you receive a card 
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Fall Fort Caswell Retreat 

Guild Mailing Address: 

Greenville Quilters Guild 

PO Box  4231 

Greenville NC 27836 

Click here for Guild Website 

Contact a member of the guild 

executive board if you need 

the member password for the 

website. 

Inclement Weather Policy 
Guild meetings are cancelled if 

local schools are closed; however, 

members should exercise caution 

and put their safety first, as condi-

tions can vary. Follow all cautions 

put out by local authorities as well 

as conditions can change rapidly. 

Ladies we had such a good time at Ft. Caswell the ladies there wanted to see if I 

could schedule another retreat for this fall. So I did! 

The dates will be October 5-8th (Friday night through Monday morning), Columbus 

Day weekend. The cost will be $153 NOT INCLUDING FOOD. We have a cottage 

reserved, the Sand Dune, as the big building was not available. We have 2 class-

rooms reserved in the big building for our work space. The cottage sleeps 12 (2 to a 

rom). It has a large dining room and a kitchen. Meals have not yet been scheduled, 

as those who go may just want to cook in the cottage kitchen. Meals (one or all 

three) can be decided based on what attendees want. 

Deposits will be due July 12th at the guild meeting. 

If you are interested in going, please let Vicki Harrell know by email or call 252-561-

6774. 

Vintage Threads: New Jersey – Capital of the Textile In-

dustry last half of the 1800’s  

Vicki Harrell 

 

I have started reading the different State 

quilt documentation books to learn more 

about the history of quilting. After reading 

North Carolina Quilts, Quilts of Virginia, and 

West Virginia Quilts and Quiltmakers, I 

picked up New Jersey Quilts 1777 to 1950. 

I chose this book mainly because it had so 

many beautiful, colorful, quilts throughout 

the pages. WHAT A MAJOR SURPRISE was 

in store for me. So with that being said, my 

article this month comes from 

the book New Jersey Quilts 

1777-1950.  

 

In the last half of the 1800’s, 

New Jersey was prepared to 

provide nearly everything Amer-

ican home sewers needed to 

sew:  fabric, thread, scissors, 

laces, and trim whether they lived in Clin-

ton, New Jersey or Clinton, Iowa! By 1869 a 

rail line connected both shores of the conti-

nent which made this possible. 

In Essex County in 1792 and in Trenton and 

Shreveville in 1820 there were fabric com-

panies producing calico fabric for the home 

sewer.  

 

Two grandsons established a huge thread 

manufacturing complex in Newark, Essex 

County, New Jersey. The George A. Clark 

factory was set up to make a new type of 

thread that met the needs of machine 

sewers and was to become the standard 

of the industry. It was made of six strands 

that were first twined as pairs and was 

known as “cabled six-cord.” The Clarks 

labeled their new product O.N.T.- Our New 

Thread – and its initials became well-

known to sewers throughout the United 

States. In addition to cotton thread, silk 

and linen thread was also being produced 

in New Jersey. 

 

Austrian Rochus Heinish and 

Jacob Wiss were two competing 

manufacturers of scissors and 

shears. The two Newark firms 

came together and formed the 

Wiss company making it the 

dominant name in American 

scissors. 

 

The Trenton area of New Jersey manufac-

tured a tape that was used locally as 

binding for quilts. Other companies in the 

northern part of the state made 90% of 

both the country’s machine -made lace 

and embroidery. By 1922, William E. 

Wright began offering bias tape pre-

packaged that was both washable and 

colorfast. 

 

And there you have New Jersey: every 

home sewers’ dream!!!! 

http://www.greenvillencquiltersguild.com/


Greenville Quilters Guild   

Meeting Minutes 

May 10, 2018 

Call to order 

Dianne Walters called to order the regular 

meeting of the Greenville Quilters Guild at 

7:05pm on May 10, 2018 at The First 

Christian Church. 

Welcome and Thank You 

- Dianne Walters encouraged any new 

members to join the Newcomers Table with 

Sylvia Wheless serving as mentor.   

- Thank you to Ruth Turner for donating 

some of her sister’s sewing/quilting books. 

Thank you to Lori Millsap for serving as 

Hostess. Thank you to Elizabeth Wagner, 

Sally Hill and Cathy Graham for providing 

refreshments.  

Dianne Walters recognized Members with 

birthdays in May by leading a group song 

of Happy Birthday 

 

Approval of minutes from last meeting 

The April 2018 minutes were approved as 

presented with no discussion. 

 Treasurers Report 

Dianne Walters presented the Treasurers 

report as prepared by Sharon Wallio.  

Budget worksheets were requested from 

each Committee Chair.  Pat Geraghty 

moved to accept the Treasurers Report.  

Arleen Hanchey provided a second.  The 

treasurers Report was accepted with no 

additional discussion. 

Committee Reports 

Membership:  Vicki Harrell listed 

the current membership at 99 

Guild Members 

Website:  Anne Humphrey stated 

that the Website is current, in-

cluding an updated draft of the 

Bylaws. 

Sunshine:  Gwendolyn Lee-Tyson 

gave the Sunshine report includ-

ing condolences to the family of 

Marilyn Lee.  Marilyn was the 

First Christian Church Secretary.  

She had been a helpful supporter 

of the Guild for many years.  Pray-

ers to Doris Bell, Clara Cloud, 

Norma Nabut, and Linda Man-

dell’s husband for their health 

concerns.  Congratulations to 

Sylvia Wheless on the birth of her 

two great-grandsons.  Sympathy 

to Vicki Harrell on the loss of her 

beloved dog, Lucy.  Cindy Smith 

moved that a Memorial gift se-

lected by the Sunshine Commit-

tee and the Guild Board of offic-

ers be presented to the family of 

Marilyn Lee.  Pat Geraghty pro-

vided a second and the motion 

passed by a unanimous vote of 

the members present. 

Comfort Quilts:  Peggy Notestine 

reported that 50 quilts have 

been completed this year for 

donation.  Thank you to Berna 

Edmonds for donating 3 partially 

completed quilts.  Peggy 

Notestine will ask Vivian Purvis 

and JoAnne Roth to hand quilt 

one of the donated quilts.  Peggy 

Notestine ordered some small 

labels to be used on small items 

donated by Guild Members.  

Quilt kits for donations will be 

available at the June lock-in. 

Newsletter:   Dianne Walters 

presented the report for Blair 

Hines.  Blair Hines has done an 

amazing job with the newsletter 

published on the Guild Website.  

Please provide information to 

Blair Hines to be included in the 

Sew On and Sew Forth newslet-

ter.  May 30th is the deadline for 

the June newsletter.  Members 

may advertise free of charge.  

Members may present quilting 

tips and recognize accomplish-

ments.  Blair Hines will complete 

her service as newsletter Editor 

following the Aug.  edition of the 

newsletter.   

Nominating Committee:  Dianne 

Walters appointed Peggy 

Notestine, Betty Smith and Nan-

cy Johnson as members of the 

Nominating Committee.  Diane 

Asked that the committee pre-

sent a slate of Officer/Board 

member candidates at the July 

12th business meeting.  Voting 

will take place Aug. 9th. 

President’s Report 

Dianne Walters listed upcoming events 

and provided copies of the list at each 

table.  

                                                                                                    

May 19th    Dye your own silk scarf.  In-

structor Dianne Walters 12 – 4pm Jaycee 

Park.  Sign up sheet at Hostess desk.                                                                            

June 22-23   Lock-In  (bring your own pro-

ject and supplies) The First Christian 

Church.  Fri. 1-8pm and Sat. 8am – 5pm.                                                                     

July 21    Zipper bag workshop.  Jaycee 

Park 10am-4pm .  Cindy Smith instructor.  

20 Kits available free of charge or use 

your own fabrics.  Cindy will bring a sam-

ple bag to the June business meeting.  

Check the newsletter for supply list.                             

Aug 9th:  Annual Membership/Business 

Meeting.  The  First Christian Church.  Open 

sewing begins at 2pm followed by Potluck 

dinner and the business meeting to vote for 

the Board of the Guild.  See sign up sheet 

for potluck food items at the June and July 

meetings.   

Old Business:  

Dianne Walters read the revised proposed 

Bylaws posted on the website.  Betty Smith 

moved to vote on articles 4, 5, 6, and 9 of 

the revised proposed Bylaws.  Second by 

Peggy Notestine.  Motion passed by vote 

greater than 2/3 of members present.  Peg-

gy Notestine moved to accept Article 4 

amendments as posted on the website.  

Betty Smith provided a second.  Motion 

passed by greater than 2/3 of members 

present.   Sylvia Wheless moved to accept 

Article 5 amendments as posted on the web-

site.  Laura Clark provided a second.  No 

additional discussion.  Motion passed by 

vote of greater than 2/3 of the members 

present.   Barbara Myers moved to accept 

amendments to Article 6 as posted on the 

website.  Arleen Hanchey provided a second.  

Motion passed by vote of greater than 2/3 

of members present.  Emily Vinson moved to 

accept the amendments to Article 9 as post-

ed on the website.  Nancy Johnson provided 

a second.  Motion passed by vote of greater 

than 2/3 of the members present.  Elizabeth 

Weidner moved to accept the revised pro-

posed Bylaws as posted on the Greenville 

Quilters Guild website.  Linda Koscianski 

provided a second.  Motion passed by vote 

of greater than 2/3 of the members present 

New Business   

Dianne Walters appointed Cindy Smith to 

complete the term of Renee Fish after 

Renee Fish resigned as member at large.      

Dianne Walters presented the attendance 

prize to Gwendolyn Lee-Tyson.   Sally Hills 

received the 50/50 prize.   

Show and Tell:   members displayed some 

family heirlooms and many completed pro-

jects.                                                                                                                                                                                   

Adjournment 

Dianne Walters adjourned the meeting at 

8:50pm. 

 

Minutes submitted by:  Cathy Graham 

Minutes approved by:  Name 
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Upcoming Events 

Regular Guild Events 

Every Monday Night: BYOP Sewing Club at Jaycee Park.  6p-8p 

Every Thursday: BYOP Quilting Bee at Alice Keene Senior Center, 12:30-5pm 

2nd Thursday of the month: Evening business meeting at First Christian Church, 630pm-

Until 

4th Tuesday of the month: Day Guild Meeting 1-3pm at Jaycee Park 

2nd and 4th Saturdays: 10a-5p BYOP Workdays at Alice Keene Park Arts and Crafts 

Room. Cost: Donations to support Meals on Wheels Program 

Annual Guild Events 

(More info on Guild Website) 

Jan: Fort Caswell Retreat  

Feb: Romancing Eastern NC Shop Hop 

Feb/March: Mid Atlantic Quilt Festival (Hampton VA) 

March: Learn to Quilt Day 

Fall: Pitt County Fair – GQG Booth 

September: Quilt Show (odd years) 

December: Day of Sharing Brunch 
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To Our  

June–born Quilters 

Kathryn LaBrune—2nd 

Maureen Heidel—4th 

Carol Gerard—15th 

Karen Chaudoin—16th 

Mary Banner—18th 

Linda McGoldrick—18th 

Cindy Buck—29th 

Brenda Little  - 29th  

 

June 9: Memory Bear Workshop 9a-3p. Workshop to specifically benefit par-

ents who lost babies.  

Contact: Angelina.Brittle@vidanthealth.com  

June 22-23: Lock In: Come for a mini quilting retreat, with the bonus of 

sleeping in your own bed—only your sewing stuff is locked-in overnight. The 

FCC Family Life Center has been reserved from Friday 1pm-Saturday 8pm. 

Bring your own lunch (or take a break to go get lunch). Contact Lori Millsap 

if you have any questions! RSVP not required.  

July 19-21: Sewing and Quilt Expo. Raleigh convention Center.  

Www.sewingexpo.com/events/Raleigh,NC.aspx   

July 21: Zipper Bag Workshop by Cindy Smith; Jaycee Park. 10a-4p (see pg. 

5) 

Aug 12: Annual Membership Meeting. Afternoon sewing and potluck dinner 

followed by business meeting with election of the next Board. 

Sept 28-29: Pamlico River Quilt Guild Quilt Show “Stars over the Pamlico” 

Washington Civic Center 

Oct 26-27: Bee by the River Twin Rivers Quilt Guild Quilt Show. “Seasons for 

Quilts” New Bern Riverfront Convention Center (203 E Front Street New 

Bern NC) 

 

 



20 group, you are responsi-

ble for bringing all materials 

needed. 

If attending, be sure to bring 

your own lunch! 

Bring sewing machine and 

standard sewing supplies.  

 

You may prepare your own 

kits but please do it in ad-

vance of the class since the 

prep work will take some 

time and the class time is 

needed to actually complete 

the bag.  We can arrive and 

set up at 10 am and will 

need the full day. Even if you 

use a provided kit, you will 

need to bring 1 zipper (20”) 

to class. 

 

 

On July 21, from 10am to 

4pm, join in for a FREE fun 

guild class led by Cindy 

Smith! We’ll be gathering at 

Jaycee Park for an Interme-

diate level class where we’ll 

learn and make a three zip-

per bag (see pictures to left)!  

Class sign up IS REQUIRED, 

so be sure to contact Cindy 

Smith by phone (252-717-

3252) to reserve your spot. 

If for whatever reason you 

end up not being able to 

make the class after you 

sign up, please contact Cin-

dy by phone to let her know. 

There are 20 kits for the 

class, and those will only be 

available on a first come—

first serve basis. Other par-

ticipants are welcome, but if 

you aren’t a part of that first 

If making your own kit, bring: 

 2x 10”x10” fabric square with 

lightweight interfacing attached 

as stabilizer (outer pocket) 

 2x 10”x12” fabric rectangle with 

light weight iron on interfacing 

attached as stabilizer (outer 

pocket) 

 4x fabric trapezoids (15” long 

side and 8” short side; 4.5” 

wide) with light weight iron on 

interfacing attached to 2 of the 

4 (pieces for ends of bag) 

 6x 10”x6”  fabric rectangles (for 

inner pockets) 

 3x 9” zippers 

 1x 20” zipper 

 Binding 85” long of 2.5” wide 

(will be cut to smaller lengths in 

class: 22”, 15”, 6”) 

 Optional: decorative zipper pulls 
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Committee Reports 

Membership (Vicki Harrell) 
We have 99 members in the guild now. Last member 

who joined was Jessica Burdette she is a home school 

mom whose favorite method of quilting is paper piecing.  

ATTENTION COMMITTEE CHAIRS! 

 

2018-19 budget worksheets are due 

by the June meeting.  They can be 

submitted their via email or physical 

copies can be turned in at the June 

Meeting.  

 

Contact Sharon Wallio by phone or 

email if you have questions or need 

help. 

Comfort Quilts (Peggy Notestine) 

Thank you, thank you to all who help with this wonderful 
and important part of our guild's activities. That includes 
the block makers, top makers, quilters, and binders. 
Some of you do it all!   
 
For the next two months, I am collecting patriotic 
blocks. Any size and any design....4 patches, 9 patches 
or something more elaborate. Using 2.5" or 3.5" squares 
is great, but any size will do. Check out the side bar for 
fun inspiration! 
 
Pat G has a need for some "Thank you for your service" 
items and they can be as small as a mug rug or as large 
as a placemat. Some will be framed and others will be 
turned into other items for our veterans. 
 
Also, at our upcoming lock-in, I will be bringing lots of 
things we can work on, whether you bring your sewing 
machine or not. So even if you don’t bring a project, I’ll 
have goodies you can work on, if you so choose! 

Upcoming Guild Event: 3 Zipper Bag Class 

Website (Anne Humphrey) 

The website has been updated with the By-

laws and Guidelines that were approved at 

the meeting last month.  This information as 

well as a new updated Membership Roster 

are available on the Members Only Page.  



all the projects come together and 

get awesome tips 

 

What's your least favorite part of 

quilting and why? 

 Binding as stated above, I just don't 

think I have found the right technique 

yet...... 

 

Do you have a favorite quilting giz-

mo/gadget that you LOVE and swear 

by? 

 I love my rotary cutter and wonder 

clips, I am not a fan of pins, so won-

der clips are my go to whenever pos-

sible  

 

What projects (because we never just 

have one pot on the stove) are you 

working on right now? 

 Starfish Swirl quilt, Paper Doll quilt, 

Construction machine quilt, Reading 

pillows, and I’m about to start The 

Last Supper embroidered wall hang-

ing quilt! 

 

Where is your favorite place in the 

world? 

 Ocracoke — really any beach! 

 

 

Tell us about your family and pets... 

 I have a wonderful supportive hus-

band who also sews; he does car/

boat upholstery. I have a 19 month 

old English Mastiff, Dozer who weighs 

a whooping 165 lbs! Three children, 

twins boy/girl that are 30, son 27. 

Two bonus boys that are 30 and 25. 

Four precious grandchildren, Dakota 

the oldest will be eleven this year and 

is Grandma's sewing partner (he 

completed his first lap quilt and 

matching pillow last summer at a 

sewing camp in New Bern), his broth-

er Dylan 6, Gavin 8 and Savannah 7 

 

What else would you like to share? 

 I am really enjoying being a part of 

the guild and learning from everyone! 

 

Where are you from, and if you're not from 

Pitt County, how did you get here? 

Born in Pitt county, but raised mostly in Cho-

cowinity (Beaufort County) 

 

How long have you been a member of GQG?  

9 months 

 

How long have you been quilting? 

 9 months 

 

What got you interested in quilting? 

 I started out with machine embroidery and 

realized I could combine the two! 

 

Tell us about your first quilt.... 

 I call it Swirling Starfish, it's still in pro-

gress.....it's a snail trail block pattern by Jen-

ny Doan of Missouri Star Quilt Company, I 

watched the video, rewound and paused as 

many times as necessary to make it correct-

ly. I started it in August 2017 

 

What is your favorite quilting technique? 

 I'm not sure yet, as I have not completed all 

the steps yet, but I can tell you from smaller 

projects like placemats and pot holders, I 

am not a fan of binding! Hopefully I can find 

someone who loves doing it to teach me 

some tricks and techniques to make it more 

enjoyable! 

 

Do you have a "signature" when it comes to 

your quilting? 

 I love hearts, so my actual signature will 

probably be inside a heart on my quilt labels 

 

What is/are your favorite event(s) revolving 

around quilting (example: a retreat, a shop-

hop, etc)? 

 I attended the shop hop retreat at Atlantic 

Beach this year and absolutely loved it! It 

was exciting to meet new people and watch 
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Meet a Member: Jen Elks 



Committee Chairs 

Committee Name 

Membership Vicki Harrell 

Sunshine Gwen Lee-Tyson 

Professional Workshops Peggy Notestine 

Pitt Co Fair Brenda Fincher 

  Vicki Harrell 

 Vivian Purvis  

Mentor Program Doris Bell 

Guild Photographer Anne Humphrey 

Newsletter Blair Hines 

Learn to Quilt Renee Fish 

Comfort/Military Quilts Peggy Notestine 

GQG Quilt Show Dianne Walters 

  Peggy Notestine 

GQG Day of Sharing  Neel Carson 

 Dottie Peterson 

Web Administrator Anne Humphrey 

Facebook Page Admin Diane Gregg 

Librarian Linda Mandell 

Raffle Quilt (unfilled) 

Guild Executive Board 

Position Name 

President  Dianne Walters 

Past President Anne Humphrey 

Vice President  Lori Millsap 

Secretary  Cathy Graham 

Treasurer  Sharon Wallio 

Member at Large Vicki Harrell 

Member at Large Renee Fish 

Member at Large Linda Mandell 

GQG Classifieds 

I have a brand new in the box Oli-

so blue smart iron for sale $100 ~ 

Jen Elks 


